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Information on Cognitive Survey Questionnaire Testing for the  

2014 National Survey of Long-Term Care Providers 

 

 2014 National Survey of Long-Term Providers (NSLTCP) 

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) is conducting the second wave of the National Study of 

Long-Term Care Providers (NSLTCP) in 2014; the first wave was conducted in 2012. This study is a new 

integrated strategy for obtaining and providing nationally representative statistical information about the 

supply and use of paid, regulated long-term care providers in the United States.  NSLTCP is intended to 

monitor the diverse and evolving field of paid, regulated long-term care (LTC) and to help address the 

nation’s information needs to inform future LTC policy.   

 

 Why the 2014 NSLTCP is important? 

 The findings will provide critical input to national issues on residential care, which is an important 

component of the long-term care spectrum in the United States. 

 This information will be used to help residential care community owners and health care planners 

understand and plan for the long-term care needs of the U.S. population. Furthermore, results will be 

used to understand how communities like this one meet the needs of elders and adults with 

disabilities. 

 Residential care has evolved to meet the changing needs of the American elderly. Information 

collected through this study will inform policy makers and other interested parties about your role and 

your efforts in meeting the changing needs of American elders.  

 With the advent of a new era of health care reforms, policy makers are revisiting issues related to long-

term care. By answering these questions you can educate policymakers about what residential care 

providers do and who they serve compared to other types of long-term care.  

 

 Why is cognitive testing for the 2014 NSLTCP important?  

 NCHS seeks to cognitively test some of the questions it plans to include in the 2014 NSLTCP before 

conducting the national survey. 

 Cognitive testing involves the administration of draft questionnaire items where the cognitive 

interviewer collects supplemental information from respondents about their answers.  

 Cognitive testing will enable NCHS to evaluate if questions capture intended concepts and if questions 

are adequately worded for the residential care setting. 

 In addition, it will inform NCHS of patterns involved in question interpretation, and how respondents 
arrive at their answers. 
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 When, where and who will conduct cognitive testing?  

 Cognitive testing involves a 30- to 90-minute, audio-recorded, telephone interview.  

 Interviews will be conducted between the end of March and early April, by a staff member from the 

Research Triangle Institute (RTI), which is contracted to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s National Center for Health Statistics to conduct NSLTCP.   

 Study participants will receive $50 or $100 (if asked to complete the entire questionnaire) as a token of 

our appreciation.  

 

 Who is eligible to participate in the cognitive testing for the 2014 NSLTCP?  

 

 Directors or assistant directors of assisted living or residential care communities that  meet the 

following eligibility criteria: 

1. Licensed, registered, certified, listed or otherwise regulated by their state within their 

specific licensure category;  

2. Has four or more licensed, certified, or registered residential care beds; 

3. Has at least one resident currently living in the facility; 

4. Provides room and board with at least two meals a day; 

5. Provides around-the-clock on-site supervision; 

6. Provides help with activities of daily living (e.g., bathing, eating, dressing), OR health-related 

services (e.g., medication management); 

7. Serves primarily an adult population; 

8. Does not exclusively serve the severely mentally ill, the mentally retarded/developmentally 

disabled, or both; and 

9. Located anywhere in the U.S. but preferably along the I-95/I-85 corridor in the VA, DC, NC, 

SC areas, in case we end up needing to do some interviews in person.  

 

 Staff from RTI will call you early March: 

 To provide more detailed information and answer any questions you may have on the cognitive 

testing.  

 To see if you are interested and eligible to participate in the study.  

 

 


